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Dear Senator Leahy:

This letter comes to you as the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate are investigating the firing of several U.S. Attorneys and the possible involvement and wrongdoing of the United States Attorney General Alberto Gonzales in that action.  

This letter is to voice the concerns of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference that a pattern may exist where partisan politics have created a culture and indeed a policy whereby certain persons are targeted because of their political affiliation.  While SCLC is a nonpartisan organization, and has no connection to either the Republican or Democratic Party, one of the responsibilities of the organization is to ensure that our nation’s public policy decisions are made in the best interest of American citizens and not as political tools.

According to an April 19, 2007 Washington Post article, “ eight U.S. Attorneys were fired last year in accordance with a plan that originated in the White House to replace federal prosecutors who were not considered sufficiently loyal to Bush and his policies. Much of the political furor over the dismissals has revolved around conflicts between the explanations offered by Gonzales and information in e-mails released by the Justice Department. Two U.S. Attorneys also have alleged that they came under pressure from Republican lawmakers over investigations they were conducting.”

In addition, the article stated that, “Democrats have focused on Gonzales's role in the firings of two U.S. Attorneys in particular: David C. Iglesias of New Mexico and Carol S. Lam of San Diego. Both were involved in public corruption investigations when they were fired.  Iglesias has accused two prominent Republican legislators of pressuring him to indict Democrats before last year's midterm elections, and officials have acknowledged that Bush and Rove passed along complaints about Iglesias to Gonzales.”

These accusations are very similar to allegations that the Don Siegelman, former Governor of Alabama, was wrongfully prosecuted and brought to trial one month before the Democratic primary for Governor in 2006.  The facts of that case show that the investigation was started by Leura Canary, a US Attorney appointed by President Georgia Bush, and the wife of the campaign manager of Don Siegelman’s Republican opponent.  

In 1998, former Alabama Attorney General William Pryor hired Karl Rove and Bill Canary (Leura Canary’s husband) to manage his campaign for Alabama Attorney General.  The facts also demonstrate that twelve weeks after the term of Governor Siegelman, then Attorney General Pryor began an investigation on the Governor’s administration.  This investigation ultimately became a joint state/federal investigation directed by Leura Canary.  The investigation continued through the 2002 election cycle.

History shows that the 2002 Alabama’s Governors race was the closest in the state’s history with the race hanging in the balance and brought about memories of the 2000 Presidential Election.  The race was so close that a statewide recount effort was asked for by Siegelman but that effort was halted by Attorney General William Pryor. (In April 2003, William Pryor was nominated by President Bush by to a seat on the 11th Circuit Court of Criminal Appeals.

In 2002, Don Siegelman through his attorney requested that Leura Canary recuse herself because of her husband’s ties to Siegelman’s political opponents.  In 2003 U.S. Attorney Alice Martin indicted Siegleman on charges of Medicaid fraud, but the charges were forced to be dropped with prejudice.  In June 2004, Noel Hillman, head of the Public Integrity Division of the Department of Justice directed U.S. Attorney Leura Chaney to reanimate a Grand Jury that had been dormant for fourteen (14) months and Don Siegelman and HealthSouth CEO Richard Scrushy were indicted.  In January 2006, Noel Hillman was nominated for a federal judgeship.

These facts when taken in the totality of the circumstances present a clear case that the office of the United States Attorney General is engaged in a practice of selective political prosecution that must come to an end.  The evidence clearly shows that eight “top notch” U.S. Attorneys have been wrongfully terminated due to a perceived lack of loyalty while our Executive Branch rewards U.S. Attorneys who tow the line and go after political opponents.  These actions violate the principles of law, fairness, and equity.

Sincerely,



Dr. Charles Steele, Jr.

President & CEO

