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The federal political prosecution/persection of former Alabama Democratic Governor Don Siegelman is rife with corrupt judges, U.S. Senators, federal prosecutors, and top GOP officials. WMR recently learned that Alabama Republican Senator Jeff Sessions has joined Alabama Republican Governor Bob Riley is applying massive pressure on CBS Corporation to spike a completed 60 Minutes piece on the Siegelman affair. The pressure has been exerted on top CBS officials through the White House. However, despite the political pressure the segment may still air.

Perhaps no one in the Siegelman affair is more corrupt than the US Attorney for the Northern District of Alabama Alice H. Martin. Martin has been accused of providing false evidence against Siegelman in his trial. Former Jefferson County Commissioner Gary White, a Republican, was reportedly prosecuted by Martin for corruption because White would not testify against Siegelman and former Health South chairman Richard Scrushy. Martin tried to compel White to present false evidence against Siegelman in his trial.

Jefferson County is the county of the city of Birmingham, where Martin's office is located. Bill Johnson, the GOP operative who WMR reported gathered dirt on then-Senate candidate John Ashcroft in 1994 and then provided it to Karl Rove and other Republicans to blackmail Attorney General Ashcroft into not intervening to stop the prosecution of Siegelman, served as a member of the Birmingham City Council  from 1997 to 2001.

Martin, a graduate of the University of Mississippi Law School, prosecuted HealthSouth's Scrushy under the provisions of the Sarbanes-Oxley statute on corporate financial fraud. Sarbanes-Oxley, or Sarbox, is also known as the Public Company Accounting Reform and Investor Protection Act of 2002. However, Martin, who became US Attorney on September 29, 2001, was not interested in a major bankruptcy case in her district. Martin Industries, a manufacturer of grills, gas heaters, and hearths, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in the US Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Alabama in Decatur, Alabama on December 27, 2002. Martin Industries was eventually bought by a Canadian company, Monessen Hearth Systems Company.

Although Martin Industries had amassed a reported $63 million in debt, Martin and her 44 lawyers and 104 assistants, including those who liaise with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and FBI, did not see fit to investigate what caused the massive debt in the firm pursuant to the provision of Sarbox. Perhaps it is because Martin is married to Louis J. Martin II, a vice president of Martin Industries who retired at the age of 48 in 2003 after the firm declared bankruptcy.

 

 

